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PREFACE. 


The Department of Agricalture views with favor the organization of 
agricultural societies throughout the land, and issues this list to pre- 
sent to the public a fair record of the condition of such associations, 
to encourage all who are especially interested in rural pursuits to form 

such societies, or join those already in existence; to the end that the 
knowledge they have severally g cained by experience and observation 
may be exchanged, and a love for the grand profession of agriculture be 
developed and fostered. 
_ The necessity for these societies is becoming more and more apparent, 
as, in order to make agriculture profitable, farmers must infuse a high 
degree of intelligence into their business, systematize their labor, and 
devote their energies to increase the productive capacity of the "soil, 
and thereby secure a fair return for the capital invested and labor be- 
stowed, enabling them to adopt those rules and regulations of business- 
life which yield ‘such satisfactory results in commierexal and manufactur- 
ing pursuits. 

The list contains the names and address . the officers of the various 
societies, enabling those persons interested in agriculture to open corre- 
spondence with farmers in every part of our country, it also places 
the farmers in agreeable and valuable relations with each other, by 
which they may aid one another in their calling, and thus benefit the 
cause of agricultare generally. It also gives the year of the organization 
_ of each society; whereby we can trace the growth of this principle of 
_ association ; the earliest societies on the books of the Department being 
The Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, established in Philadel- 
phia, Pa., in 1785; the Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agricul- 
ture, Boston, Mass., in 1792, and the Agricultural Society of South 
Carolina, Charleston, 8. C., in 1795. Dividing the American century 
into four parts, the number of societies now in existence were organ- 
ized as jfollows: From 1776 to 1801, inclusive, 3; from 1802 to 1826, 
| 16; from 1827 to 1851, 375; and from 1852 to 1876, over 1,500. 
| ‘The number of members of each society is given, from the few of the 

select clubs having some special branch of agriculture in charge, to the 
hundreds of the county societies, including in their membership all who 
may pay a yearly sum during the autumnal fair. 

The list gives the returns from inquiries concerning libraries and the 
number of volumes they contain, if annual fairs are held, and whether 
correspondence is established between the societies in the counties 
and the State agricultural societies. 

The large number of libraries reported by the societies is an indication 
of a wholesome sentiment pervading their membership, and is a step in 
the right direction; and it will be a happy day when the farmers make 

ample provision, in this respect, for the intelligent and earnest members 
of their families, when books shall be the companions of their households, 
and their homes by means of culture and enlightenment, shall realize 
_ the ideal of domestic bliss. Then shall the isolation which now weighs 
with peculiar heaviness upon their wives and children be removed; 
_ then shall the pleasures and allurements of the homestead rival those 
of the city, and the young remain at home to stimulate each other by 
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studies and experiments in the interest of their calling, thus increasing ~ 
their knowledge and enabling them to become useful members of society. 

Fairs are also a commendable way of increasing public interest in 
rural affairs, and an important element in the education of the people, — 
being a good school for object-teaching, by exhibiting what can and — 
has been done on the farm by farmers and members of their fami- 
lies. Their value is also becoming better understood by adding a 
more intellectual observance of the occasion, in having addresses deliv- 
ered and essays prepared by persons of experience read, in which the 
practical and domestic duties of the farm are publicly and wisely con- 
sidered. 

Agricultural societies have been chartered by the legislatures of a 
number of States, and this Department indorses most emphatically — 
these State organizations; they form a nucleus around which the agri- 
cultural interests of the State can gather, and by means of the various 
associations. in their counties can more readily develop the resources 
of the commonwealth and confer the blessings of plenty upon its citizens. 

Holding the soil in trust, not merely for ourselves, but for those who 
come after us, we fail in our duty if we neglect its thorough cultivation ; 
it is, therefore, eminently proper that we obtain all the aid possible from 
association and co-operation, in order to secure a careful return of the 
various methods of farming, and learn the many ways by which thrifty 
and intelligent farmers succeed ; and these results, with many others of a 
kindred character, are published for the common benefit by this Depart- 
ment in its annual and monthly reports. | 

The Department avails itself of these societies to distribute the seeds | 
issued under the law creating 1t. The amount of seed for such distribu- | 
tion is limited by congressional appropriation; hence much care and | 
discretion are required aud exercised in its distribution; and the result ~ 
so far has been that the Department has no cause to complain of any lack 
of attention on the part of the societies, many of them making intelli- § 
gent and, in some cases, comprehensive reports of the results of the § 
planting of the seeds thus distributed. The Department reserves to § 
itself the right to withdraw such appropriation of seeds on account of § 
any.special neglect to report as required by the law. 

The annual and monthly reports of the Department are also sent to 
these societies for their libraries and circulation among their members, 
but the number issued is likewise limited by the appropriation of Con- 
gress; hence, where there are more than two societies in a county, a 
selection is made of the societies to receive the seeds and documents, 
so that each part of the country shall be reached. 

The alphabetical arrangement of the list is by counties, and is com- 
plete as far as it has been possible to make it so. A list of agricul- 
tural colleges is likewise given. The Department respectfully asks to 
be informed of any changes that may occur in the officers, and also of 
any errors or omissions that may appear. 

FREDERICK WATTS, 
Commissioner of Agriculture. 
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